The Counterpoint Club
A Chamber Music Podcast
Opus 1, Episode 1: Character Map Worksheet
1.

Start by playing through whatever piece or movement you are currently working on.

2.

As a group, decide on and label/chart out the sections of the piece. (Not necessarily structurally,
although it could often coincide, but by where you feel the characters change. No need to define
how you feel about the sections yet.)

3.

Start by assigning a color to each of the sections; (some colors may return or be related to earlier
colors.)

4.

Now, go back over the sections and find
specific adjective word(s) that you write
down for each section.You may find it
helpful to play through each section as
you make decisions. (If you are feeling
stumped, start out with broad terms like
“sadness, joy, happiness”. From there you
can narrow this down to specifics such
as “bittersweet melancholy, bubbling
effervescence, and peaceful contentment”.)

An artistic example of a character map created by Tuned In! students

5.

Create imagery and a storyline complete with characters for the piece/movement as a group. This often takes a little imagination and
creativity, but A LOT of compromise! It may not end up being the exact story you imagined in your
own head, (if you originally had one,) but oftentimes it is even better!

6.

All of the steps above will not only make it easier to emotionally access the music you are working on, but also is a great chance to get to know more about your peers. Whenever you move on
to other techniques you are building into the piece you are working on, you should refer back to
your established characters, colors, and imagery as often as possible to make sure the decisions
you make are always servicing the artistry you are creating together first and foremost.
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